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LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Next, a big thank you goes out to our parents. This past summer, we were dealing with a
great deal of unknowns in the midst of what was still a new pandemic, and we asked you
to place your trust in us that we would do what was best for our students, your children.
Not only did you trust but you also supported and encouraged us. When we look back on
this school year, we will remember the amazing support we received from our school
parents this year, even when the decisions we made were certainly going to go against
the beliefs and opinions of some. Thank you! Finally, a great thank you goes to Christ, our
King. Even when it felt like we were doing this without a whole lot of guidance, we know
we were being guided from above. To be in a school that is proud to acknowledge our
basis in Christ is a blessing, and it sure pays off in times like these.
 
This year, our motto was to do as much as possible but to do it all differently. We were
determined to give our students the same positive growth experience they would receive
in a typical year. With scheduled bathroom breaks, wearing masks all day in the
classroom, additional lunch periods, and splitting Mass into two different days, and much
more, it’s amazing to look back and recall everything we did to ensure our students could
come to school and learn in as safe of a manner as possible. Even with our struggles, we
were victorious.
 
Thank you for your support, loyalty, trust, perseverance, prayers, and faith. Here’s to a
great 2021-2022 school year!
 
God bless,
Mr. Daniel Thole
Principal

In our 62nd year as a school, this may have been the most
interesting one to date. Perhaps, the most minor point to
make in this unique school year was the welcoming and
embracing of a new principal! It goes without saying that
our students, whether at school or at home distance
learning, learned more than what a typical curricular
experience can offer. They learned about sacrifice,
perseverance, trust, selflessness, flexibility, and so much
more. A great thank you goes out to all of our faculty and
staff for what they have accomplished this year. Without
their selflessness, work ethic, and growth mindset, this
year would not have been the success it was. 



OUR MISSION 
At Christ the King Catholic School, our mission is to care for each child’s soul by
blending Catholic values and discipline into quality academic education.

Catholic schools in the Diocese of Des Moines are collaborative communities of spiritual
formation and academic excellence, where students grow in faith and wisdom and
emerge as responsible citizens dedicated to the practice of life-long discipleship. 



OUR TEAM 
Daniel Thole, Principal
Becky Beneke, Asst. Principal, Middle
School Math and Science 
Tara Barsetti, Lunchroom Director
Rene Colosimo, Administrative Asst.
Katie Risvold, Preschool 
Debbie Merrill, Prekindergarten 
Blanca Collins, Prekindergarten Asst.
Ellen Moist, Kindergarten 
Sharon McLoughlin, First Grade
Nicki Nelson, Second Grade
Marissa Kramer, Third Grade
Becky Johson, Fourth Grade
Jamie Bellcock, Fifth Grade 
Cyndi Hofmeister, Middle School Social
Studies and Religion

Jill Curry, School Counselor
Courtney Albers, Music
Jennifer Gervais, Band
Kari Barrington, ELL/Title/Special Ed
Ilanit Vando, Visual Art
Bryce Smith, PE and Athletics Coord.
Brianne Tigges, School Nurse
Sandy Andreini, Classroom Associate
and Librarian
Judy Bates, Classroom Associate
Monica Roland, Classroom Associate
Andrea Rodriguez, School Associate
Jason Feeney, Middle School Youth
Minister
Joe Richards, Middle School Language
Arts

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

HOME & SCHOOL 

Dustin Heglin
Leanne Benson
Michael Drey

Travis Shuput
Bill Cooper
Joshua Lukins

Christy Feldman
Jill Wagner
Stacy Lohrman
Tiffany Edgington
Annie Salgado
Adriane Stringer
Thea Amsden
Leanne Benson
Elizabeth Bohemann
Scott Bohemann

Bea Mendoza
Dolly Gonzalez
Macie Grear 
Jess Hoch
Leslie Spahr
Megan Shady
Sarah Papich
Robin Pettus
Tara Shuput

https://cksdesmoines.com/people/mr-charles-chuckie-geilenfeld
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/mrs-tara-barsetti
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/ms-rene-colosimo
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/rachel-dorpinghaus
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/mrs-ellen-moist
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/mrs-sharon-mcloughlin
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/ms-nikki-nelson
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/ms-marissa-kramer
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/mrs-becky-johson
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/jamie-bellcock
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/ms-cyndi-hofmeister
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/jill-curry
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/courtney-lange
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/mrs-jennifer-gervais
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/mr-bryce-smith
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/sandy-andreini
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/judy-bates
https://cksdesmoines.com/people/jason-feeney


SCHOOL YEAR 2020-2021
HIGHLIGHTS 

Our school was awarded a  Cornerstone Grant from the Catholic
Foundation of Southwest Iowa totaling $6,980 to fund STEM
programming in the coming school year. The Cornerstone Grant is
the highest grant awarded by the foundation, and only two
recipients are named each year. 

Undeterred by the challenges of COVID-19, Christ the King offered
five-day-a-week, in-person instruction for all students. Additionally,
high-quality remote learning was available for families upon request.

Eighteen students received the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the
Sacrament of the Eucharist.

Middle school student Bella Benson, eager to learn more during the
COVID-19 school closure, completed two Ivy League college courses
online. 

Christ the King Parish and School hosted a winter clothing drive to
help those in their local community who could use a little extra
support this year. The goal was to share the warmth and make sure no
child went without winter essentials. We collected over 100 cubic feet
of mittens, coats and hats. 



SCHOOL YEAR 2020-2021
BY THE NUMBERS 

of Faculty hold 
Master's Degrees

218
PK-8 Students 

43
New Students (K-8)

$144K
Provided in Tuition Assistance

14:1
Classroom Ratio

68
School Masses

38%

56%
School Diversity 

7
Number of School 

Districts Served 



A FAITH-FILLED
ENVIRONMENT 

"We send our children to Christ the King School because we like that
our values and model of discipline are shared by the teachers and
staff. It warms our hearts to see our kids participate in school mass
and when they come home with a story about how the school came
together in prayer." 

 
- Christ the King Catholic School Parents



At Christ the King School, we value service to God and others. Christian service
takes us beyond a narrow concern for ourselves and moves us to promote the
common good and uphold every person's human dignity. Christ the King instills
the value of service into our students with our Service Hour program, which
inspires our students to serve the community, the world and see Christ in all
people.

Eighteen second-grade students received the Holy Sacraments
of Reconciliation and First Communion. 

Students in grades PK-8 participated in 68 school masses,
Father McManus visited classrooms to share faith teachings, and
700 hours of faith instruction were provided to all students.

100 percent of middle school students participated in service-
learning across the Des Moines community and performed
more than 500 hours of volunteerism. 

FAITH HIGHLIGHTS



EXCELLENCE IN
EDUCATION 

"All three of our children attended and graduated from Christ the
King School. As in most families, each one has different interests,
learning styles, needs and personalities. The faculty and staff went
above and beyond to meet my children where they were at and
challenged them to grow spiritually, academically and socially." 

 
- Christ the King Catholic School Parents



The challenges faced during the last school year have changed education at
Christ the King for the better. Technology and innovation remained integral to
classroom instruction. Formative and summative assessments guided our
teachers in providing individualized instruction designed to best meet the needs
of every student. Moreover, our low student-to-teacher classroom ratio ensured
each Christ the King student received a personalized, quality education.

Ninety percent of students participated in in-person instruction,
10 percent participated in remote learning, 100 percent received
a high-quality academic experience rooted in faith. 

The Catholic Foundation of Southwest Iowa presented Christ the
King Catholic School with its highest award, the Cornerstone
Grant. Our school will implement a fully integrated STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) program in the 2021-
2022 school year with this generous support. 

We expanded our academic offerings for diverse learners.
Additional support was provided for students across the learning
continuum to ensure academic progress and success. Faculty
member Kari Barrington who specializes in English Language
Learners, Title Reading and Math, and Special Education,
provided these expanded services.

EXCELLENCE HIGHLIGHTS



A CARING
COMMUNITY 

"What I love about Christ the King is the sense of community between the
students, parents, teachers, and parishioners. As a Christ the King alumni
myself, I’m happy I was able to send my children to Christ the King. Over
the years I’ve had to opportunity to meet a lot of great people, and share
experiences through many school and parish activities. I’m excited for the
school to continue to welcome new members, grow and change while we
build on the great foundation that is Christ the King School." 

 
- Christ the King Catholic School Parent



Christ the King is not only a great learning environment but a compassionate
community where students form lifelong friendships. Additionally, our school
employed teachings from The Leader in Me program to drive our school culture
of service to God and others. The Leader in Me is an evidence-based school
improvement model that empowers students with the leadership and life skills
they need to thrive. As a result, our students discover that everyone can be a
leader, everyone has genius, and change starts with me.

With The Leader in Me program, our students discovered the 7
Habits of Highly Effective People and explored the new 8th
Habit: Finding Your Voice. During the pandemic, The Leader in
Me served as an invaluable foundation for social-emotional
health and learning for our students and staff. 

Our school community included students and families from all
faith backgrounds, ethnicities, races, and cultures. Student
diversity was 56 percent in 2020-2021. 

We served 218 students and 125 families from 7 school districts.
Plus, we welcomed 43 new K-8 students into our school
community. Additionally, our school family grew by more than
14 percent last year - unprecedented growth for any private
school. 

COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS



THE BEST VALUE
IN EDUCATION

"The education our children received at Christ the King is
priceless!"

 
- Christ the King Catholic School Parent



An education at Christ the King Catholic School is an investment in your child's
future. Our students consistently demonstrate high achievement academically,
socially and spiritually. Outside of the classroom, we offer a variety of
extracurricular clubs, programs and athletics to develop each student's gifts and
talents. Plus, we make every effort to ensure our school is accessible to all families
who desire a Catholic education for their children.  No family is turned away for
inability to pay full tuition and tuition assistance is available through the Catholic
Tuition Organization and parish scholarships. 

Seventy-five percent of our students received assistance from
the Catholic  Tuition Organization totaling over $144,000. 

Students participated in extracurricular activities and athletics,
including band, honor band, Battle of the Books, basketball,
football, track and field, and volleyball.

Seventeen percent of students benefitted from daily school
transportation services. 

Eighty-seven percent of our graduates continued their Catholic
education at Dowling Catholic High School this fall. 

VALUE HIGHLIGHTS



Cost to Educate = $8,100/student
Tuition = $3,500 for all students
Parish Subsidy for all students = $4,600

We greatly appreciate and understand the financial sacrifice our families make to
provide their children with an education at our school. However, tuition only covers a
portion of the cost to educate a student at our schools. The remaining amount is
supported by parish subsidy, private donations, grants and tuition assistance resources.

Your tuition investment goes towards high-caliber educators, enhanced learning
experiences, the latest technology as well as moral and emotional education for your
child. In addition, we offer tuition solutions and assistance programs — no family is
turned away if they cannot pay full tuition.

In 2020-2021, 75 percent of our students received tuition assistance from the Catholic
Tuition Organization, academic scholarships and tuition grants totaling $144,000. The
average award was $XXXX per student.

TUITION AND COST TO EDUCATE

THE COST TO EDUCATE 

TUITION 
43%

PARISH SUBSIDY 
57%



PK-8 Tuition Revenue = $535,900 
Parish Support = $457,210
Kids Club, Daycare, and Preschool = $386,009
Tuition Assistance = $144,000 
Development and Misc. Revenue = $238,441

INCOME

FINANCIAL DATA 

Salaries and Benefits = $1,352,030 
Maintenance, Utilities, Technology and Curriculum = $409,530

EXPENSES

MAINTENANCE, UTILITIES, 
TECHNOLOGY AND CURRICULUM 

23% 

SARARIES & BENEFITS
77%

TUITION ASSISTANCE
8%

TUITION REVENUE
30%

PARISH SUPPORT
26%

DEVELOPMENT & MISC
14%

KIDS CLUB, DAYCARE & PRESCHOOL,
22%



701 Wall  Avenue  .   Des Moines, IA 50315  .   515-285-3349

Catholic Values. Quality Education.

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=christ+the+king+catholic+school+des+moines&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8#

